




5,949 acres 

IheWSAislocatedinlmthwestemSanBenitoandeasternMo~~aunties.  
It is located in the Gabilan Range of the Caastal PExntains approximately 25 
m i l e s  scnatfieast af S a l h ,  California. The WSA hclu2es 5,949 aeres of 
Wlreau of Lam3 Management (BZM) laxL There are no !Xate 1- or private 
inholdings w i t h i n  this WSA (see Map 1 and Table 1). 

This &sA five separate paroels of roaadless, BlI4-a- lands 
wh ich  adjoin designated wilderness located w i t h i n  the Pinnacles N a t i o n a l  
Pkmmmt. Each parcel is kuunded on a t  least one side by wild- areas 
w i t h i n  the pinnacles National -. Ihe mmhhg sides are knxtied by 
private lam%, or by roaded EEM lads. 

Allof t A e ~ ~ ~ p a r c e l ~ o o ~ ~ ,  3 q g e i i m p h y -  
small canyms. ?he +qxgm@y of tfie area varies f m n  appmximately 800 to 
2,750 feet akme sea level. The p r h r y  vegetation of the WSA is chemise 
w i t h  scxrre oak and pine otxarring along intennittent creeks. The separate 
parcels of this  I S A  bid in naturally w i t h  the rugged terrain of the 
Pinnacles National lbmmmt Wildexness Area. 

'Ihe W A  was studied under Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and 
Act (F'LFW). Suitability xemmmdath w e r e  analyzed in the 

D r a f t  and Final E m h m m f x l  Impact Slatem& (EXS) for the Central 
California Study Areas. A sumruary of the area's w i l d e r n e s s  values was 
included i n  t3ie Final EIS. Three different suitability mmmemhtions w e r e  
analyzed in the EIS: all wilderness, partial wilderness - reccamnending 33 
percent of tbe area as suitable, anl no wilderness. 

2. -ON AND RATIONAT2 - 1,983 acresreammaded 
far w i l d e r n e s s  

3,966 B I M a c r e s ~ e d f o r n o n -  
wilderness 

Tbkty-three percent of this WSA or 1,983 a- -ed for designation 
as -, and 3,966 acres in this WSA are released for uses other than 
wilderness. The all-wildemess altemative is w i d e r e d  to be the 
e r w ~ l y  preferred altemative as it muld result in the least  champ 
fm the natural envinmmmt aver the long term. 'Ihe 33% partial wilderness 
alternative w i l l  be irrp?lenmted in a manner w h i c h  w i l l  use all practical 
~tleans t o  maid ar minimize emiranmental impacts on the m-table portion 
of the WSA. 

FWtial wilderness is the recoamnendation for this uni t  based on the 
follcx~ing rationale: The area reammdd as suitable within the 
wateshed,Mewshed of the Pinnacles National Monummt; nmagemak of the 
Monument's wilderness a .  would be enhamed by exhding the wilderness 



boundaries to easily identifiable tapographic features, the recaamnendation 
would include a more complete ecosystem and many c u ~  fea- similar 
to those faurad within the National Monument. 

The portions of the WSA w h i c h  are maamended as suitable for wilderness 
designation have their boundaries delineated along the ridgelines. The 
suitable areas can be seen from within the National M o m t  and a .  
generally part of the Monument Is watershed. Management of these portions of 
the WSA will cmplement m a n a g e  of the adjacent wilderness by 
emaqasing a mre cmplete wahshed under wilderness managemmt. Overall, 
the wilderness ckmcteristics for the - are aztstanding. The imprint of 
manls work is substantially unnoticeable throughout the unit. A variety of 
canyons and ridges serve to isolate the visitor f m  outside sounds and 
provide excellent apportunities for solitude. 

The remahder of the Pinnacles Wilderness Contiguous WSA (3,966 acres) is 
m e d  as non-suitable for wilderness designation. The manageability 
problem associated with legal, rather than tqmgraphic, boundaries a d  
thus be eliminated. ?his portion would be managed as outlined in the 
Hollister Rescmce Management Plan. 'Ibis management provides for continued 
livestock grazing, prescribed burning for brushland mnagement in conjunction 
with private landowners and the National Monument, and main- of visual 
rescxur=es within the viewshed of the Monmmt. Manag-t of these lands 
would beccsne more effective with the establishment of the easily 
identifiable baundary with the partial-wilderness recammendation. There are 
approximately six miles of routes of travel includiq primitive ways and 
other maintained routes of access contained in the WSA. 



ILDERNESS SPLIT ESTATE 

LAND OUTSIDE WSA 
RECOMMENDED FOR 
WILDERNESS 

Pinnacles 



Within Wilderness Studv Area 
BLM (surface ard subsurface) 5,949 
Split E s t a t e  (BIM surface only) 0 

Inholdings 
State 
Private 

Total 5,949 

Within the RemmdW W i l d e r n e s s  Saajty Bcxlndarv 
BLM (within WSA) 
BIM (outside WSA) 
Split  Estate ( w i t h i n  WSA) 
Split  E s t a t e  (atside WSA) 

Acres 
1,983 

0 
0 
0 

'Ibtal BIM Iand ReammWi for W i l d e r n e s s  

Inholdings 
state 
Private 

W i t h i n  the Area N o t  Recmmmded for Wilderness 
BIM (surface anl akarface) 
Spli t  Estate (BLM surface only) 

Total BIPll Land Not Reoammended for W i l d e r n e s s  3,966 

A. Wilderness Characteristics 

1. N a b m b e s s :  The WSA has retained a high degree of ~ t u r a l  
character. The steep, rugged tapography and mall canyons are 
cavered with chernise, oak and pine along intenuittent creeks. The 
creeks provide important riparian habitat for w i l d l i f e ,  are 
aesthetically pleasing, and are probably the mast mmmly used 
mutes of travel. The pamels of this WSA b l d  in naturally with 
the rugged terrain w i t h i n  the Pinnacles National Monument 
Wilderness Area. 

The primary imprint of man's work w i t h i n  the area is d a M  
w i t h  f irebreak constructed along same ridgelines. Same 
vegetation manipulation has ocrurred in the mrthern and southern 
~ > a r c e l s  of the WSA. Portions of the WSA lccated north ard east of 
the Pinnacles Wilderness were burned by a wildfire dur- the 
sunmer of 1978. During fire a m t m l  operations, numercrus 



firebreaks - constru- but were reseeded and have largely 
returned to natural conditions. A prescribed bum escaped in 1984 
in a portion of the WSA north of the Monument Wilderness Area. 
N ~ J  f h  breaks wese constructed to control this f h .  Fir&- 
have been reseeded with native shrubs and are returning to 
natural etions. The fireb- and vegetation &plation 
projects are suktantially unnaticeable and do not detract 
significantly frow the naturalness of the unit. 

2. Solitude: The variety of terrain, canyons along stxwms and 
drainages, and primitive character of the adjacent private ran& 
lands and Phcles National M o m  provide outstanding 
cpportunities for solitude. 

'Ibis WSA is periodically cnrerfluwn by military a i m *  as part of 
the national defense mission taking plaoe in appruved military 
aperating areas aud flight corridors. The visual intrusions and 
associated noise create periodic temporary effects on solitude 
w h i c h  are deemed necessary and acceptable as a part of the defense 
preparedness of the nation. 

3. Primitive and unconfined recreation: The outshki iq 
apportunities for primitive and unconfined types of recreation 
facrnd w i t h i n  the unit are closely associated with the Pinnacles 
Wilderness and the primitive character of the entire area. 

4. S13ecial fea-: There are spectacular views of the Pinnacles 
formation within the National Monument frcan same portions of the 
WA, especially the northern paxcels. The USFWS cardidate plant 
species Erimonum nortonii has been faund in one parcel and may 
occur throughout the area. 

B. Diversity in the ~atioml Wilderness Preservation System (NWPSZ 

1. Assessim the diversity of natural svstems and features as 
?-"ex)=ted bv ecosystems: This WSA contains 5,949 acres of the 
California Chaparral/Chaparral emqsbn. The Binnacles 
Wilderness Contiguous WSA would not increase the diversity of the 
types of emqstem represented in the NWPS. 



Table 2 - Ecosystem Fkpresentation 

Bailey-I(11cbler 
Classification =Areas O t h e r  BLM Studies 
DoaMin/Provinae/FW areas acres areas acres 

NATIONWIDE 

California Chaparral/ 17 462,256 10 81,261 
Chaparral 

California Chapand/ 17 462,256 10 81,261 
Chaparral 

2. the ocmrtunities for solitude or ~rimitive recreation 
within a day's drivinu time (five haurs) of mior d a t i o n  
centers: The WSA is within a five-hour drive of 16 major 
poplation centers. Table 3 smmrizes the number and a m g e  of 
designated areas and other BLM study areas within a five-hour 
drive of these population centers. 

Table 3 - Wilderness Opportunities for Fksidents of Major m a t i o n  Centers 

m a t i o n  mareas Other BLM Studies 
Centers areas acres areas acres 

Bakersfield 
Fresno 
Merced 
Hest0 
Oxnard-vm 
SacmuEnto 
Salinas-Seaside-Mody 
San misco+akland  
San Jose 
Santa Brbara-Santa Maria 

santa(3ruz 
-F= 

Santa Fbsa-Petaluma 
Stockton 
Vallej 0-Napa-Fairfield 
Visalia-are-porterville 
Yuba City 



3. Balancinu the aeommhic distribution of wilderness areas: There 
are no other BLMWSA1s within 50 air miles m e d  for 
wilderness designation. The Phcles Wilderness Area is adjacent 
t o t h i s W S A a n d t h e V e r r t a M W i l d e r n e s s A r e a i s l o c a t e d  
m m h a t e l y  30 miles southeast of the WSA. T h e  former is 
mmged by Pinnacles National Mwnrment and the latter by the L o s  
Padres National Forest. 

C. Manaaeabilitv 

The WSA by itsself is unmanageable as wilderness due to the size of the 
parcels and their irregular hundaries w h i c h  do nat follow tapographic 
features. 

The area -ed as suitable is manageable as wilderness. 
Manag-t would be coo-ted with mgement of the adjacent 
Pinnacles National Monmmt. 

Ihere have been no conflicts wer water rights to the area's strearas 
and springs in the past, and none are anticipated in the future. 

Military werflights in this WSA must be considered to maintain the 
integrity of the existing and fuhme mtioml defense mission as well 
as the wilderness resoume. 

D. Eslersv and Mbexal Resaurce Values 

1. Sumruanr of information )axrwn at the time of the ~rel imjnary 
suitability recammendation: m e  energy and minerals potential of 
the Phcles Wild- contiguous WSA is a- in the 
Affected Enviromt section, Wilderness Recammendationsf Central 
California Study Areas, Final D ~ ~ h n m m t a l  Impact Statement 
(EIS) , dated February 20, 1987. 

Ihe EIS states that mineral devel-t interest is low, sine 
there were no mining claims, minera l  leases or mineral material 
sales on record with BLM in the WSA. Huwever,  the EIS does 
indicate that there was historic exploration within the Pinnacles 
Nationdl Monument. 'Ibis exploration centered araund a swarm of 
rhyolite dikras in the central part of the Monument. A similar 
geologic setting was recognized in the southeastern and 
nortAxestern parts of the WSA. The geologic envirormmt was 
recognized as a possible source for capy3er, molykdenum, gold, 
silver, and uranium deposits. m e  EIS stated that there was low 
potential for all these minerals. 

In March, 1982 a literature search was conducted by a BT-M mineral  
specialist (L. Vredenburg, llGeology and IGxzal- in the 
Pinnacles Contigums Wilderness Study Areaq1). A gold and 
molybdenum'occurrem=e was -zed but the potential was 
considered to be low. 



2. Summaw of sidfieant new mineral resaurr=e data collected since 
the suitability recammendation, which should be considered in the 
final -tion: In 1984 and 1985 the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) and U.S. Bureau of Mine (m) coacted mineral surveys for 
the Pinnacles Wilderness Contiguous WSA. Subsequent to this 
study, a pblished report, USGS Bulletin 1705< was issued in 
1987. 

E a s d  upon this USGS report, the WSA had law potential for all 
minerals, including oil and gas. However, a re-asessm& of the 
UsGs data by BIM (April 1988), differs with the previous 
jnteqretat ions. 

T h e  no- and southeastern portions of the WSA were 
identified by USGS as having law development potential for gold. 
This identification was made despite the fact that adjacent 
deposits of gold within the Pinnacles Eao-t baundary yielded 
assay values of 0.03 m / t o n .  'Ihis data indicates that 
axwmmes of gold may be found within the m ~ e s t e r n  and 
mutheastern portions of the WSA. These parts of the WSA have a 
mderate potential for the occxurence of gold based on the BLM 
m h m d .  classification schem. In April 1988, BLM made a new 
interpretation of existing oil and gas data f m  abamloned wells 
drilled adjacent to the WSA, (i.e. , data frcnn the ItE3acon #Itt well 
located in sec. 13, T. 16 S., R. 7 El MCM). This well was drilled 
in 1963 armd emmntered rnrmeraus oil froan the same 
geologic formations that are productive in the Monroe Swell oil 
field 15 miles south of the WSA. This data indicates that the 
north- part of the WSA had moderate potential for the 
occurrenae of oil and gas. 

According to J3LM ieaxds dated March 23, 1988, no unpatented 
m i n i n g  claim, or oil and gas or geothermal leases exist in the 
WSA. 

Ihe following table summarizes the effects on pertinent resaurces for 
all altesMtives considered including designation or mn-designation of 
the entire area as wilderness. (For a full qlanation of this \ 

surmnary, refer to the Centrdl California Sttady Areas - Wilderness Findl 
~ rn r i r0nment . l  ~mpact statamt. ) 



Recommended for Explanation 
Wilderness Commodity Symbols 

High Potenial for the 
l3e~0111mended for Occurrence of Energy and/or 

Au Gold 
Non Wilderness Non-energy Minerals OG Oi l  & Gas I I 
Land outside WSA 

state 

vxA Private 

Moderate Potential for the 
Occurrence of Energy and/or - 
Non-energy Minerals 

Moderate Mineral Potential 
Location in a High Mineral 
Potent~al Area 

High Mineral Potential 
Location in a Moderate Mineral 
Potent~al Area 

Pinnacles o 1 2 3 Map-2 
Mineral Resource Potential  MILES I 040-303 

I 



F. Lccal Social and Economic Considerations 

No local or economic considerations were identified in the Final EIS. 
Therefore, no further discussion of this topic will occur in this 
doc=ument. 

G. Summaw of WSA-Sxcific Public 0mnmt.s 

Several camments were reoeived in the hentory phase dealing with 
wildlife values, fire managanent concerns and the amount of wilderness 
already in the region. 

A public hearing was held in Fresno, California. IXlring the public 
hearing and cament period, a tatal of 82 ammts were received, bath 
oral and written, related specifically to this unit. Twenty-nine 
comments supported the Bureau's Partial-Wilderness Alternative. 
Forty-Four mments supported the All-Wilderness Alternative, and nine 
comments sqpr ted  the No-Wilderness Alternative. 

The National Park Service and the California Department of Water 
Remxces m r t e d  partial-wilderness designation with adnunstm . . tion 
by the Pinnacles National Monument. The California Department of Fish 
and Game was apposed to wilderness designation due to perceived 
restrictions on hunting. No caanments specific to this WSA were 
received f m  either San Benito or Monterey Counties. 
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